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TasWater Engineer Recognised as Emerging Leader 

Adela Parnell has a long list of achievements in her relatively short career and the 31 year old 

engineer is set for greater heights after being named Tasmania’s 2017 Emerging Leader by the 

Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA). 

Ms Parnell is the Asset Class Champion for both Reservoirs and Water Treatment Plants at TasWater 

and represents Tasmania in the Young Institute of Public Works Engineering Committee. 

President of the IPWEA Tasmanian Division, Gary Neil, said that Ms Parnell was a stand-out 

candidate combining both technical mastery with strong interpersonal skills. 

“The Emerging Leader Award is designed to encourage and recognise leadership development in 

young engineers.   Adela is a positive influence in her workplace and has demonstrated an effective 

leadership style when acting in management roles,” said Mr Neil. 

“She represents a bright future for public works engineering that combines a great work ethic with 

genuine peer and community engagement.”   

Ms Parnell is an active volunteer in both engineering industry associations and in Hobart’s theatre 

community; most recently stage-managing Hobart Repertory Theatre Society’s 2016 production of 

Something’s Afoot. 

Previously Ms Parnell was a Rotary Youth Leadership Award recipient and has long advocated the 

promotion of science, technology, engineering and maths subjects to students, having shared her 

career experiences in presentations to Tasmanian schools. 

As recipient of the Emerging Leader Award, Ms Parnell is sponsored to attend the International 

Public Works Conference in Perth at the end of August.  The prize has been deferred as the 

conference timing coincides with the arrival of Ms Parnell’s first child. 
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IPWEA Tasmanian Division President, Gary Neil – PH: 0409 979 395 

IPWEA is recognised locally and internationally as the leading professional association that informs, 

connects, represents and leads public works professionals in Australasia.   Its mission is to enhance 

the quality of life of communities through public works and services. 

 


